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The Anza Trail in Griffith Park
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Anza Colonizing Expedition - R :
1775-1776 3

Courtesy of NPS

In 1990, Congress created the Juan Bautista de
Anza National Historic Trail to honor the legacy of the
1775-76 Anza Expedition. The National Park Service
administers the trail which includes the 1,200 mile
expedition corridor from Nogales, Arizona to the San
Francisco Bay area. As an important segment of this
envisioned multi-use recreation trail, the Anza Trail

in Griffith Park will closely follow the corridor in Los
Angeles.

Since Fall 2011, Friends of Griffith Park has been
involved in an initiative to identify and enhance Griffith
Park’s portion of the trail, serving as Project Coop-
erator for a primary planning team that includes the
National Park Service Rivers, Trails, and Conserva-
tion Assistance Program and the City of Los Angeles
Department of Recreation and Parks.

Major project goals include adding interpretive
signage, mitigating freeway noise, improving main-
tenance, promoting connectivity to the Los Angeles
River, and increasing native vegetation to provide
shade for trail users, as well as habitat for the spe-
cies that use the trail as a corridor from the Park’s
uplands to its river.
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Significant progress has been made since planning
began and the Griffith Park Anza Trail project has
received recognition.

@ In 2012, it was included in President Obama’s
America’s Great Outdoors Fifty-State Report as a
grassroots conservation effort of significant value.

@ In 2012, the National Park Service awarded
Griffith Park its own Juan Bautista de Anza National
Historic Trail stamp for visitors.

@ In 2013, the project received the recommenda-
tion of the Los Angeles River Cooperation Committee,
a joint working group comprised of the Los Angeles
County Flood Control District and the City of Los Ange-
les in conjunction with the Army Corps of Engineers,
which coordinates and evaluates projects along the
upper reach of the Los Angeles River.

@ In 2013, interpretive hikes that tell the story of
the Anza Trail began being led by National Park Ser-
vice Rangers and City of Los Angeles Park Rangers in
conjunction with Friends of Griffith Park.

-ffith Park Visitor Center
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Friends of Griffith Park is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization
that works to conserve and preserve Griffith Park, the largest
park and urban wilderness in the City of Los Angeles. For
more information about the Anza Trail in Griffith Park, visit
www.friendsofgriffithpark.org

The City of Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks
owns and administers over 15,700 acres of parkland, includ-
ing 4,317 in Griffith Park, one of the largest municipal parks

within the boundaries of a U.S. city.

The National Park Service guides the preservation, develop-
ment, and enjoyment of the Anza Trail in partnership with fed-
eral, state, and local agencies; interested groups; and private
landowners. Management of trail resources and rights-of-way
remain with local landowners. For more about the Anza Trail
visit www.anzahistorictrail.org

This brochure was produced by Friends of Griffith Park in part-
nership with the National Park Service/Juan Bautista de Anza
National Historic Trail.

Design: Courtesy of Soter & Associates

Holders of National Park
Service Passports can get
them stamped at the
Griffith Park Visitor Center.

Planning for the trail

is a cooperative effort

of Friends of Griffith

Park, the National Park
Service Rivers, Trails and
Conservation Assistance
Program and the City of
Los Angeles Department
of Recreation and Parks.

Courtesy of NPS

Information and Map

The Juan Bautista
de Anza National Historic
Trail in Griffith Park




Courtesy of NPS

In 1776, Los Angeles was a place of wild beauty. The
Gabrielinos, its original inhabitants, lived in its foothills,
canyons and plains.The knowledge they shared with the
colonists of which paths to take and hazards to avoid,
was invaluable to the expedition, and Anza ordered his
soldiers to treat them with respect.

Mexican independence ended California’s Spanish
era, and U.S. statehood followed. In 1885, Colonel
Griffith J. Griffith purchased the former rancho and
in 1896 gave it to the city to create Griffith Park. By
1921, the old Feliz Adobe was slated for demoli-
tion, but concerned citizens rallied to save it, and
today it is marked with a plaque honoring Jose Feliz
for his pioneering role in Los Angeles, and Colonel
Griffith for making the Park possible.

Just as the Anza Expedition families followed
fresh waterways on their journey—for their own
survival and for their livestock—the trail in Griffith
Park runs parallel to the Los Angeles River. The
trail connects directly to the river at several points,
encouraging users to encounter it at close hand.

The Trail in Griffith Park. The Anza Trail in
Griffith Park is a relatively flat, 4-mile trail. It runs
the length of the park and reveals the change that
European settlement brought upon California’s
natural and cultural landscape.
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The Anza Trail in Griffith Park

Remnants of oak woodland plant communi-
ties and views of Griffith Park’s hills hint at the
landscape encountered by the Anza Expedition in
1776. Elsewhere, the trail skirts modern picnic
areas, a major golf course, and the epitome of
present-day migration: the freeway.

The Feliz Adobe, a discrete City of Los Angeles
Historic-Cultural Monument, is an easy walk from
the trail. It provides a tangible link to the Anza
Expedition in the person of Corporal Jose Vicente
Feliz whose rancho is now the Park. It is situated
on the courtyard of the Griffith Park Ranger Station
and Visitors Center, which offers exhibits about the

Park and its attractions, picnic tables and rest-
rooms.
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Although urbanization has changed Griffith Park since 1776,
much of the natural landscape Anza would have seen remains.

i, Tunnel to the LA River

Many of the wild creatures Anza encountered still dwell in the
Park, which is the largest urban wilderness in Los Angeles.

The equestrian tradition thrives in Griffith Park, where trail
hikers can encounter breeds that powered Anza’s expedition.




